
 

 1  

Number 108 



 

 2  



 

 3  

Editorôs Notes 
Jo Halpin Jones 

 
Logging 
Itôs great to see that there can be a return to more traditional methods of 
managing woodland when it is appreciated that there are substantial 
benefits to this approach.  The sturdy Alex, the Suffolk Punch on our 
cover, worked by Jeff, is being used to help thin out trees in sections of 
Dersinghamôs Commons which would not be easy for tractors, nor as 
damaging:  the ground is not so churned up, nor compacted; and a horse can slip through 
the trees more easily than a tractor, minimizing impact on the environment. 
 
People ask why trees are being cut down on the Commons, when we are urged to plant 
more of them.  Itôs all about keeping the habitat as diverse as possible ï where the trees 
are being thinned out it allows open spaces to emerge which encourages a wider range of 
plants and animals.  On the Fen to the west of Lynn Road trees will be removed from the 
edges to stop encroachment onto heathland, which is becoming more and more rare 
across the country. 
 
Read further details about all these plans in the article inside by Alex Coombs, Clerk to 
Dersingham United Charities. 
 
Other content 
We hope you enjoy the other content in this edition of Village Voice:  Brian Anderson tells 
us all about hydrogen, how itôs created, different types, what it can be used for, all of 
which I was totally ignorant of before!!  Lorna has written another heart-felt poem, very 
pertinent to current times. We were so pleased to hear from Rev Mark Capron about the 
success of the abseil down the Church tower, which has meant work can begin on the 
toilets and kitchen. Do read the article from the Big Meadow Search and keep your eyes 
open for local meadows to give feedback to them.   
 
And take note of the article on how to protect hedgehogs from strimmers and mowers.  I 
apologise for the rather gory photograph, but it does get across the message of the 
dangers faced by these creatures which do a great job of keeping down the slug 
population. 
 
New website 
Have you taken a look at the Parish Councilôs new website yet?  It contains a wealth of 
information about the village.  Just Google dersingham-pc.gov.uk. 
 
Yard sale 
I am busy going through all my junk to see what I can get rid of at the yard sale in a 
couple of weeksô time, which will be after this is published. Letôs hope itôs not as wet and 
windy as last year, with gazebo lifting off.  It is very satisfying to have a good clear out!!  If 
itôs anything like previous years, the village will be humming. 
 
Councillors 
Coral Shepherd, the Parish Council Chairman, is once again letting us know that there 
are vacancies for Parish Councillors.  Itôs a very rewarding and valuable role in which you 
can help make a difference to the life of the village.Ǐ 
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Dear Village Voice 

Sandringham Trees 
I have recently read that 300 trees are to be cut down on 
the Sandringham Estate to make way for glamping. This is 
horrendous. I was shocked to read this as I thought HRH 
King Charles was for nature and wildlife. 

 
The Sandringham Estate is turning into a theme park. I thought at least this part of the 
countryside would be protected from any changes. Especially as King Charles is 
supposed to be organic etc. 

 
I have a sent an email to Sandringham Estate and asked for it to be forwarded on to the 
King.  Hopefully they will oblige.Ǐ 

Marian Harper 

Transects 
Roger Jackson said he didn't know what a transect was (VV148). The formal, simple 
definition is "A transect is a path along which one counts and records occurrences of 
the objects of study."  In our case the objects of study are butterflies - what species, how 
many and other salient details. The transect is the route of old railway line from 
Ingoldisthorpe to Dersingham. We have walked this route weekly (weather and 
circumstances permitting) from April 1st to September 30th every year since 2012. It has 
yielded large amounts of data that have been sent to Butterfly Conservation.  

Brian and Yvonne Anderson 

Dersingham Bog and Dogs 
July 1st, 2024 
Good evening. We have been staying at the Pinecones Campsite so that we can enjoy 
the fantastic walks and natural areas surrounding the village. You are lucky to live in 
such a beautiful area and the Sandringham Estate seem to make an effort to combine 
farming with managing wildlife. 
 
Today we visited Dersingham Bog, a wonderful haven for wildlife, but we were upset to 
see two women walking approximately seven dogs which were not kept on leads. They 
claimed that the dogs would not leave the path, but we witnessed one dog run into the 
heather to chase a bird whilst we were speaking to them. We donôt know whether these 
people were locals, but this is just an appeal to your readers to respect the rules, which 
are there to protect biodiversity which is important for all our futures. There are plenty of 
places for dogs to roam without allowing them into spaces preserved for wildlife. 

Mel Edwards 

Shirley Phimister 
On behalf of the family, it is with a heavy heart to share that 
Shirley Phimister passed away peacefully yesterday afternoon 
(26/06/2024). Shirley lived in Dersingham most of her life and 
loved her little village and community. She worked as a dinner 
lady in the local primary school and also worked in hospitality at 
the Sandringham Estate. Shirley was moved to Hertfordshire in 
March of 2021 so we could care for her. We wanted to share 
this as we are sure lots of you may have known her. 

Cory Kattenhorn 
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Parish Council Chairmanôs Report 
Coral Shepherd 

 
A huge thank you to all those who attended and helped to make the D-
Day events successful ï the fish and chip supper and beacon lighting. 
Now we start to look forward to the 80th anniversaries next year of the end 
of World War II - VE day on 6th May and VJ day on 15th August. We will 
start to progress ideas in September.  
 
You will see some work at the recreation ground over the coming weeks ï in the 
childrenôs play area there will be replacements for the broken swing seat, the broken 
backing board on the multiplay and the running board on the skate trainer. In the main 
part of the recreation ground the old goal mouths are being restored and then 
repositioned so that they can be used for games. Finally, since the skatepark opened, 
the soil around it has settled and exposed the foundations in one or two places, so 
additional soil will be added.  
 
Elsewhere in the village we have replaced the defibrillator on the outside of the Social 
Club building. It was getting somewhat elderly and could have become unreliable, so we 
decided to replace it. Just as a reminder, there are seven publicly available defibrillators 
in the village ï at the Village Centre, the Spar Shop, the Social Club, Hanover Court, 
Holyrood Drive, on the sports pavilion and at the Library. If you wish to see their exact 
locations, please visit the Parish Council website www.dersingham-pc.gov.uk and look 
under services.  
 
Finally, YOUR PARISH COUNCIL NEEDS YOU. We have three vacancies for Parish 
Councillors and are looking to co-opt people who are interested in local current affairs, 
want to serve the local community and be a voice for residents. The role is to listen to 
and understand the views and needs of 
residents and to identify issues. Part of our 
role is to make policies to govern the way we 
work, to bring about improvements through 
local projects, such as building the Village 
Centre and skatepark and providing new 
defibrillators, lobby other service providers 
and vote to make decisions. We are 
responsible for managing the money raised 
through the precept (part of the Council Tax 
bill). The services we provide include 
streetlights away from bus routes, grass 
cutting (some is carried out by the Borough 
Council), dog waste bins, looking after the 
recreation ground and The Warren and 
providing a website. Our work is mainly 
carried out in committees ï Environment, 
Finance and Administration, 
Communications, Planning and Staffing. 
There are no particular qualifications, but 
you must be on the electoral register and live within three miles of the parish boundary 
and be prepared to attend monthly Council meetings (usually the last Monday in the 
month, starting at 7:00pm) and also to serve on at least one of our committees. If you 
are interested, please look at our website, attend any of our meetings, or email or speak 
to me or Karen Orgill, our Business Manager. Our contact details are on our website, 
address above. Ǐ 
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News from Dersingham Village Centre 
Sue Payne, Chairman DVCA 

   
Annual General Meeting 
The Associationôs AGM took place on Tuesday June 11th, and the 
current committee members are continuing in role. 
 

Garden Group ï help please 
A small group of keen volunteers look after the landscaped areas 
around the Centre. They would appreciate some more help, so, if you 
can spare an hour or two on a Monday afternoon, please get in touch. 

 

Summer Closure Period 
We will be carrying out some maintenance in August, so the Centre will be closed on a 
few days during the week commencing August 26th (Bank Holiday Monday). Some 
groups take a break during August, so it is the ideal time. Please check with group 
leaders, and notices around the Centre, for more information. 
 

Coffee Shop 
On Thursday mornings we catch up with our regular customers and extend a very warm 
welcome to visitors. On offer are very reasonably priced home-cooked quiches, cakes, 
hot and cold drinks, and great banter with our baristas. Tapping House take over on the 
first Thursday each month, with a slightly different menu, and the proceeds support the 
vital work carried out at the Hospice. 
 

Friendship Lunches  
On the first Tuesday each month we serve a freshly cooked two-course meal, with tea or 
coffee, for just Ã7.  Booking is required. Call 01485 540644 by noon on the Thursday 
beforehand and also advise us of any allergy or dietary needs. 
 

Village Cinema   
In August the film will be a week earlier on the 20th, due to the closure period mentioned 
above, and we are showing Mrs Lowry & Son. In September the film will be A Call to 
Spy, which is about the creation of the S.O.E. during World War II. 
 

Events  
We had a great turnout for our first Midsummer event on June 22nd, with some great 
performances from local artistes. Thank you to all of them, and Tropics for helping with 
the hot food. We hope to stage a similar event next summer. 
 

Date for your diary:  October 19th ï Barn dance with Whirlygig. Tickets will be on sale at 
the beginning of September. 
 

For more information about the Centre and what goes on, visit our website  
www.dersinghamvillagecentre.org.uk where you can sign up for regular updates. 
 

We have a Facebook page and also post on the Dersingham Village Facebook Group.  
 

Event posters are displayed in various locations around the village; we are grateful to 
local business for their support. 
 

If you have any questions about the Centre, events and activities, or bookings, please 
call our landline 01485 543195. An answerphone is in use, so leave a message with 
contact details and someone will get back to you. 
 

Best wishes from all at the Centre.Ǐ 

http://www.dersinghamvillagecentre.org.uk
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Dersingham Institute Bowls Club 
Jan Rawstron 

 
The bowls season is now well under way, with only a couple of 
postponements or cancellations due to bad weather.  
 
The Saturday roll-ups continue to be well attended, and apart 

from an afternoon of fun bowls, these serve as an introduction to playing in the various 
team positions, and learning the idiosyncrasies of each green, which is part of the appeal 
of outdoor bowling. 
 
The Edieôs Memorial Trophy was played for on the early May bank holiday, and this was 
a closely fought match. The eventual winner was Dave Graves with Les Allen the runner 
up.  

 
The late May bank holiday saw the battle for The Centenary Institute Cup. Terry 
Thompson was the worthy winner in a closely fought final against Gerry Bhagat. 
 
I mentioned the draw for our internal óBirdsô League in the last issue. This was duly done 
and the League is now well under way. This league is (generally) played in a spirit of 
friendly rivalry and is a good preparation for moving on to the Countryside and Albert 
Victor Leagues. At the time of writing, the League leaders are the Wrens, closely 
followed by the Swans, but this could all change as the season progresses. 
 
Saturday June 22nd saw the first round of the Ladies v Men challenge which ended with a 
win for the men by 116 shots to 104. I feel I must remind the men that they were ahead 
at this stage last year, when the ladies beat them in Round 2, and came out overall 
winners. This match will take place on Saturday July 27th, and will be followed by a fish 
and chip supper. 
 
The Knockout competition draw has been made and matches are starting to be played. 
We lead such full lives, even in retirement, and it sometimes proves difficult to get people 
together to play. But itôs a nice problem to have as it shows we are keeping busy. 
 
Now, on to the external leagues; Countryside captain Terry Thompson reports that we 
have made a reasonable start to the season, having played eight matches so far, 
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amassing 39 points. League information is pretty sketchy, so we are not sure of league 
positions. The Knockout shield, which we won last year, has not gone so well, having lost 
our game to Searles by a large margin, and although we beat them in the home leg, the 
deficit was too much for us to continue. Good luck to them going forward.  
 
The other knockout competition, The Eddie Hipkin Cup, went well at Houghton, winning 
through to the second round. As yet we do not know who we will be playing. 
 
Albert Victor Captain Gerry Bhagat reports that progress has been a bit slow, but we 
hope to improve now that the weather is better, and the greens quicker. We are faring 
better in the Knockout cup, having beaten Downham Market in the quarter-finals. We 
have yet to find out who our opposition is in the semi-finals. 
 
Of course, none of the above would be possible without the ongoing work that Allen 
Toppin and his green keeping team put in week after week. We seem to have the rabbit 
problem under control and are constantly on mole alert. The green is bowling really well, 
and the club surroundings always look very smart. Well done to all involved. 
 
All that remains now is to wish our league teams well in their upcoming fixtures, and 
hope everyone keeps fit and healthy. Ǐ 

 
 
 

  

  

  

   

Are you experiencing pain from an injury 

or chronic condition?   

Sports Therapy and massage treatments 

available in Wolferton (PE31 6HA)   

Contact Jane on:  07714 091097  

Or via my Facebook page: The Wright Hand 

                                                

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=neal's+yard+consultant+logo&id=40B699F3B0CB890E9BB7B8626394A52407C0C60E&FORM=IQFRBA
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Dersingham Walking Group 
Tony Bubb 

 
Summer is well under way now with the likelihood that we will 
encounter hardly any muddy routes. Our leaders take much trouble to 
find interesting routes for us to follow, but if you think there is a walk 
we should do please let us know. 
 

Our next walks are: 
 
Wednesday August 14th at 2.00pm 
A circuit of paths and lanes around Fring, including the Peddars Way national trail. Start 
point Fring Church. TF735348. 4.5 miles. Leader: Stephen Martyn 07879 885516. 
 
Wednesday August 28th at 2.00pm 
There are thousands of trees in the Sandringham Woods and Brian is going to take us 
past some of them on this 4-mile walk. We might even get to see some early fungi on 
our travels. Start point is the car park on Heath Road, Dersingham. TF 686298. Leader: 
Brian Eldridge 01485 540862. 
 
Wednesday September 11th 
at 2.00pm 
See the glory of late summer in 
the Norfolk countryside with 
this circular walk around the 
footpaths of Courtyard Farm. 
About 4 miles of delightful 
country. Start from the car park 
on the left of the minor 
Ringstead to Burnham road 
about 0.7 miles east of 
Ringstead. TF 722404. Leader: 
Stephen Martyn 07879 885516.  
 
Wednesday September 25th 
at 1.45pm 
A walk beside the Great Ouse 
and an exploration of West 
Lynn, starting with a trip on the ferry (Ã1.40). Note the earlier time as the ferry runs on 
the half hour, so we will be aiming for the 2:00pm sailing. Start point at the free ferry car 
park in West Lynn. TF 613203. Leader: Tony Bubb 01485 542638. 
 
Wednesday October 9th at 2.00pm 
A visit to the peaceful village of Syderstone from which we walk around Syderstone 
Common, up to Barmer and back down Jackôs Lane.  4 miles-ish. Start point St Maryôs 
Church, The Street, Syderstone. TF 833326. Leader: Stephen Martyn 07879 885516. 
 
The new Walking Group website is now live at Dersinghamwalking.co.uk As some 
of you may have noticed, the Parish Council now has a new website, so I felt that it was 
time the Walking Group had its own site too. As you will see, it is very similar to our old 
page, but it has its own new address. I will endeavour to keep it up to date and to add 
more information about the individual walks, such as car parking information, going 
underfoot, etc. So, please use the new site from now on. Thanks, and keep walking. 
Stephen Martyn 
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All our planned walks will appear here in Village Voice and can also be found on our new 
website. 
 
Joining the walking group is a great way to meet some of your fellow villagers, plus some 
folk from further afield, and to explore the local area. There is no cost involved. Dogs are 
welcome on most walks, provided they are well behaved and tolerant of other dogs. The 
leader of the walk will do their best to look after you.  
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT the leaders are happy to organize and lead these walks but stress 
that each participant must appreciate that there are hazards associated with walking and 
take responsibility for their own safety. If you want more information about any particular 
walk, then please contact the leader. 
Group coordinator: Tony Bubb Tel: 01485 542638 Email: frostytrees@btinternet.com Ǐ 

 
4 Steps 2 Heaven 
Graham Hitchcock 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are 4 Steps 2 Heaven, a singing group of four people from Hanover Court on 
Holyrood Drive. We did a concert on the 19th May to raise funds for the East Anglian Air 
Ambulance. We also ran a raffle, with prizes kindly donated by local businesses, local 
people and residents of Hanover Court. 
 
The concert was well attended, and in the interval people could enjoy the tea/coffee and 
the cakes. 
 
I am so pleased to announce that we raised a total of Ã330. I would like to thank all the 
businesses and people who donated prizes and who gave so generously on the day. 
 
Photograph: Back row Polly and Robert, front row Graham and Sue.Ǐ 
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Wolferton News 
Wolferton Church 
We were blessed with the most beautiful sunny day for our Grand Plant Sale in May; 
what a great turnout of people, keeping us busy both at the plant stall and serving 
refreshments. Thank you to all who helped and supported this very successful 
event.  Our organ at St Peter's is nearing completion - we have enjoyed the sound of the 
keyboard in the interim, but look forward to once again enjoying the grand sound of the 
organ pipes!  
 
Save the date - our annual Harvest Quiz will take place at Wolferton Social Club on 
Friday 25th October. Details to follow. 
 
For our church services in Wolferton please visit www.sandringhamchurches.org.uk.   
 
Wolferton Social Club 
Cash Bingo  
Sunday 4th August           Doors open 7.00 pm, eyes down 8.00pm 
Sunday 1st September     Doors open 7.00 pm, eyes down 8.00 pm 
 
Prize Bingo  
Tuesday 20th August        Doors open 6.30 pm, eyes down 7.30 pm 
Tuesday 17th September Doors open 6.30 pm, eyes down 7.30 pm  
 
Note, on Tuesday 24th September weôre hosting a special Prize Bingo in aid of Happy 
Memories Club. Doors open 6.30pm, eyes down 7.30pm. Ǐ 

http://www.sandringhamchurches.org.uk
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Sandringham Parish Council 
 

The Parish Council held its quarterly meeting at West Newton village hall on May 8th.  
 

Several matters discussed: 
 

¶ Rob Timmins (Sandringham Estate Manager) was congratulated on getting Open 
Reach to remove telephone poles on the B1439, with cables now to be laid 
underground, thereby maintaining the beauty of the area and removing a potential 
traffic hazard. 

 

¶ 30 mph speed limit in village of Wolferton is now awaiting a feasibility study by 
Norfolk County Highways regards the siting of the signs. 

 

¶ Alterations to the permitted use of buildings in Wolferton old stables courtyard has 
been approved. 

 

¶ Location of the bus stop in Wolferton for the school bus was approved - to be 
located on the eastern side of Rectory Road near the entrance to the camping 
site. Highways Agency has allocated funds for base and sign. The Parish 
Council is interested to hear from anyone on how to fund the structure of 
the bus shelter. 

 

¶ H.M. Queen Elizabeth II memorial bench received favourable reviews as both 
comfortable and very well sited for views over the fields, looking out onto the 
Wash and Lincolnshire coastline.  A brass commemorative plaque wording is now 
with Sandringham Estate for approval. 

 

¶ State of bus shelters behind 
Sandringham coach houses and in 
West Newton were discussed. 
Decision was taken for committee 
members to spend a Saturday 
clearing out litter and accumulation 
of autumnal leaves. They are now 
clean and free of litter. 

 

¶ An interesting proposal was 
received from a parishioner: that as 
the area was experiencing an 
increase in tourists and with them 
more litter, etc., perhaps a nominal 
charge could be raised through, say, 
the Sandringham caravan parks, for 
example Ã1 per night per caravan. 
Funds to be used for maintaining the 
beauty of our local area, which is an 
AONB. In other words - beautiful. 

 

Date of next meeting: 14th August 7.00pm, 
West Newton Village Hall.  
 

For views on the above or anything else 
regarding the Sandringham Parish, please 
contact Stephen Thompson (Chair) on 
07956 638313.Ǐ 
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